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CHINA -- AN OBJECT LESSON 


This is the title of a 23 “page, nine-penny pamphlet put out by Edinburgh House Press, 
London. It is by ““Observer’’, evidently an ex-China missionary. Its purpose is to pre- 
pare Church leaders in other countries to take positive steps to prepare the Church in 
bene they serve against a similar challenge. The subject is dealt with under five 

eadings. 


1. How Communism Gained Control in China., This short statement concludes with 
the statement, [he Communists are convinced that their cause is right and for it will 
suffer every hardship and face death unafraid. Only those with an equal or stronger 
conviction can overcome them.”’ 


2. How Communism Strengthens Its Hold. The Revolution is followed by efforts 
t~ awaken the people politically and make them class conscious, and by intense and 
stant indoctrination. 


3. Life in the Communist State. Communist governments, while efficient ad- 
ministratively and economically, are characterized by the following drawbacks: 
they reject moral values, they find man’s supreme loyalty to be only to the state, 
they are police states, they systematically inculcate hatred, there is a complete 
loss of freedom. 


4. Attitude to Religion. Their attack on religion follows these lines: religion 
is superstitious and unscientific, there is no place for God in history, religion is 
so cially determined, the opiate of the people, religion is “‘idealistic’’. religion has 
been used as the tool of imperialistic aggression. 


5. Lessons from China. This section, which embodies the main message of the 
pamphlet, makes the following points: 


: (1) Christians must be deeply grounded in theology. 
| (2 Christianity must be shown to be realistic, not merely idealistic. 

(3) Christians, however, must also face the fact of sin, which Communism ignores. 
(4) There must be a fellowship amongst Christians transcending race and class. 
(5) The Church must become self-governing, self-supporting, and self-propagating. 


(6) Greater efforts must be made to increase the number of well-educated, experienced 
and completely dedicated Christian leaders, not only in the cities but also in the 
villages. 

(7) The Church should not be deluded by any sense of false security. 

(8) Communists refuse to allow anyone to be neutral. 

(9) The Christian must know his Church history. 

; (10) The Christian must study Communism and discover its virtues and its vices. 


Issued about 20 times a year to keep mission boards and missionaries inlormed on 
Christian work in China. ANNUAL RATES: Domestic, $2.00; Overseas, Ist class, 

ai { ) $2.00. Airmail $5.00 in $.15 zone, $7.00 in $.25 zone. It is impossible for usto 
send bills for subscriptions. Please send them as due. 


H.S.D. Garven of Scotland, in a review of the above pamphlet, finds its list of ten 
points rather vague and inadequate. He recommends the addition of the following points: _ 


(1) Cooperation must override denominational differences. ~ 
(2) Missionary work must be cut off from all close association with the governments 
of the sending countries. 
(3) The days of the ‘bossy’ missionary are over. 
(4) Mission funds should constantly be moved on to new pieces of work, leaving the 
work which has been started to provide its own support. 
(5) The church should be willing to experiment with community expressions of Christian 
living, as the first generation of Christians did. Missionaries should be ready to 
join in that simpler living. 


This pamphlet, “China - an Object Lesson’’, as well as the valuable booklet by 
“‘Barnabas’’, Christian Witness in Communist China,(see #120) can be obtained through 
The Friendship Press, 156 Fifth Avenue, New York 10, N.Y. 


THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY SURVEY 


Nanking Theological Seminary is conducting a theological school survey of Southeast 
Asia, with a view to strengthening the work there, especially that with overseas Chinese. 
Dr. C. Stanley Smith, of the Nanking faculty, and Rev. Sidney Anderson, formerly of 
Moore Memorial Church, Shanghai, (Meth. and now stationed in Hongkong, are carrying 
out the survey. The survey will soon be completed, and Dr. Smith will return to the 
States in time to report to the annual meeting of the Board of Founders of Nanking Theo- 
logical Seminary on May 26. While awaiting the final and official report, a few of 


Dr. Smith’s observations will be of interest. 


INDIA. The India NCC is preparing a series of standard theological textbooks which 
will be translated into all the dialects in which theological work is conducted in India. 
The old school at Serampore, originally founded by William Carey, sets the examina- 
tions and grants the degrees for most of the theological schools in India, and has been 
very influential in keeping the standards of theological education high. 


BURMA. There is a thriving Chinese population in Rangoon, with a number of + 
Chinese churches, mostly Methodist. Dr. Smith is inclined to think that Singapore will © 
be the natural center for theological education for this group. 


SIAM. The problem in Siam is complicated by the difficulties whicn Uhinese ex- 
perience in getting a general education. There are primary schools, but no middle 
schools in the Chinese language. It is very difficult for a child who has taken his 
primary school work in Chinese to transfer to a Thai language middle school. It may 
. be that ministerial candidates will have to be sent to Singapore for both middle school 
and theological work. 


SINGAPORE. Trinity College, the recently organized union theological school in 
Singapore, seems to have great promise for the future. 21 out of the 27 students in it 
now are Chinese. Singapore is the natural center for Chinese overseas communities 
all the way from Borneo to Rangoon. However, at the time of writing Or. Smith had 
not yet visited Indonesia and the Philippines, so that final weighing of the comparative 
importance of the various centers cannot yet be made. 


Dr. Smith had heard before leaving on this survey that overseas Chinese commu- 
nities were rather hesitant about receiving ex-China missionaries, for fear that it 
might complicate their relationships with the present Chinese government. He has 
been very pleased to find no traces of such an attitude, but rather a warm welcome 
from Chinese communities for missionaries with a China background. 


CHRISTIAN FORGIVENESS 


One of the questions exercising the minds of Chinese Christians these days is how 
to reconcile the Communist campaign of hatred with the Christian teaching on forgive- 
ness. The following articles all deal with this subject: In TIEN FENG for Feb. 9: 


Liu Chin: ‘‘The Objects and the Conditions of Forgiveness.”’ a. 
Huang Yu-feng: ‘‘Forgiveness Only for Those Who Sin by ‘Mistake’. 


e. 


In HSIEH CHIN for Dec. 1951: 


Shao Feng-yuan (Ernest Shao): ‘‘Christian Love not to be Exercised Toward 
the Enemies of the Peonle.”’ 


“Love Your Enemies’’ - a composite article by Chang Peh-huai (Bill Djang), 
Huang Yu-shen, Lin Yung-wu (Y.Y. Lin, former editor of TIEN FENG), Yu Mo-jen 
(former professor Nanking Theological Seminary), Huang An-hsi, Chu Ch’en-sheng, 


(both of the C.C .C. Staff. 


One main line of argument is that all the Biblical passages indicate that repent- 
ance must precede forziveness, and the hated American imperialists show no sign 
of repentance. Another line is that the teaching is especially in regard to personal 
enemies, whereas for public enemies Jesus’ own attitude toward Pharisees and 
others shows an unrelieved severity. It seems clear that the conscience of the 


Chinese church is not entirely at ease on this point today. 


THE THREE AND THE FIVE “ANTI’S”’ 


Literature from China is now filled with the new slogans, the “‘Anti’s’’. We 
heard first of the three Anti’s: Anti-corruption, anti-waste, and anti-bureaucracy. 
Now a list of five is beginning to appear: Against Bribery, Smuggling, Stealing Na- 
tional Resources, Skimping Work and Material, og ag! National Economic Reports 
(spying). The leading editorial in TIEN FENG for Feb. 9 is on these two lists, sug- 
gesting how the Christian church must take account of these new campaigns. Christ- 
ians must frankly confess wherever they have been guilty of such crimes, and take 
part whole-heartedly in the campaign to strengthen the nation in these ways. 


Wei Shu-yuan has an article in the same magazine, “‘I Take Part in the Three 
Anti Movement’’. She gives an example from the Public Health office in which she 
works of the treasurer, a member of the Communist Party, who went to Shanghai to 
buy supplies. His accounts at first seemed quite correct, but after further investi- 
gation he admitted that he had put out some of the money at interest before paying 
the bills, thus making some money for himself. She was much impressed with the 
impartial way in which the Communists handled this and similar cases. 


; At first she thought that this movement did not much concern herself personally. 
_fe certainly had not been corrupt, and at least there was not very much waste in 


~ her way of living. But later she came to realize that she was holding herself above 


the propertyless workers. She finds the “criticism and self-criticism’’ methods 
of the Communists very valuable for developing these new attitudes. 


CHURCH NEWS 


NINGPO. The day after China New Year the Ningpo Church Council held their an- 
nual meeting, with the Fu-ch’ien Church Choir furnishing special music. The new 


officers of the Council were announced as follows: Chairman Hsu T ai-yang; Vice-chair- 
Wang 


men Chiao K’ang-ch’iang and Ts’ui Chih-kang; Exec, Sec. Fan Ai-shih, wit 
Ya-ko as assistant, 


HUCHOW. The churches of Huchow have organized a bamboo furniture making co- 
operative, with Rev. Mao Yin-ch’ai in charge. He invites readers of TIEN FENG to 


send them orders for furniture. 


NANKING, A study group of 188 Christians met every afternoon for two weeks at 
Kuilan Methodist church recently to study how the church can conform to the govern- 
ment demand to increase production and ljecrease waste. 


SOOCHOW. One of the Methodist churches in Soochow (Lo Chun She) has revised 
its Patriotic Covenant to include a promise to conform to the new freedom in marriage 


ideas, 


SHAN I. On Nov. 6 the Sh ai Council of Churches sent the following letter 
to Marshal’Stalin: “‘Dear Marshal Stalin: On this 34th anniversary of the October 
Revolution we congratulate you and the people of Soviet Russia. The October Revo- 
lution opened a way of freedom for all the oppressed peoples of the world. As for 
China, if it had not been for the October Revolution and the friendly assistance of 
Russia for the Chinese people since then, we could never have overthrown feudalism 


( s capitalism. Now American imperialism has insolently thrown down a new chal- 


to the free peoples of the world. But we believe that the strength of the Sino- 


in 


